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the spleen and thymus. There is a tendency to duplicate illustrations and the
magnifications of most photomicrographs, essential to the beginning student, are
notstated in thelegends. Inadequate emphasis is placed on thereticulo-endothelial
system with only one-half page devoted to it in comparison to sixteen pages
devoted to the histology of the teeth.
If the author considers it pertinent to include a chapter on the use of the
microscope, then, in all fairness, a chapter on the preparation of sections, the
usual staining techniques, and the introduction of artefacts into the histological
section should also be included. It is unfortunate that the references are placed
at the end of the book rather than at the end of each chapter.
This book can be placed on the list of the many histology texts available for
a college course.
If the pre-medical student were exposed to a course in histology with a text-
book as this one could have been, then a course of histology in medical school
could easily be elaborated into one comprising newer work on histo-physiology,
vital staining studies, and experimental methods, stimulating both to the student
and to the instructor. -J. T. WOLSTENHOLME
SHOCK AND ALLIED FORMS OF FAILURE OF THE CIRCULATION.
By H. A. Davis. Grune & Stratton, New York, 1949. xii + 595 pp. $12.
Dr. Davis is a clinical surgeon and a scientific investigator with wide interests
in pathology, physiology, and biochemistry. He introduces his book as a mono-
graph for the clinician. It is actually a very complete reference text. Few known
facts are omitted and few statements are left without documentation. The seven-
teen chapters divide all fields of knowledge of circulatory failure along flexible
lines that enable each chapter to stand alone. Allusions to given investigations
are repeated wherever pertinent so that cross-reference between chapters is un-
necessary. The index and bibliography are complete.
The physiologist, biochemist, or pathologist wishing a survey of the work on
circulatory failure in his or allied fields will appreciate the author's extraordinary
command of these fields. A clinician considering investigation of any aspect of
shock will surely find the answer to the question, "Has it been done?" As a refer-
ence for solving problems brought up by clinical practice the book is of definite
value.
The same features-completeness, repetition, integration on a chapter rather
than on a whole-book level-which make it an excellent reference book, make it a
difficult volume to read through. Even the author's concept of the triphasic
response to stress, which might have served as a central theme, is submerged in
the mass of facts. The absence of chapter summaries and the paucity of diagrams
further lessen the value of the book for other than reference use.
-PAUL R. LURIE
INTRODUCTION A LA BIOLOGIE QUANTITATIVE. By Maxime
Lamotte. Masson et Cie., Paris, 1948. 368 pp.
This book, of which there is no previous counterpart in French, was written
by a biologist as a guide for biologists in the presentation and interpretation of
numerical data. Based in part on the work of R. A. Fisher and G. W. Snedecor,360 YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
it emphasizes the application of statistical methods to the small groups of variable
data which are commonly available to the worker in biological fields.
The firstpart of the book describes the theoretical bases of statistical interpre-
tation, the dassic frequency distributions, and the relationships between variables.
In the second part are discussed problems of sampling, estimation of parameters
and their security intervals, comparisons of samples, and the analysis of variance.
The presentations are concise and logical throughout, that of the analysis of
variance being particularly lucid. Mathematical derivations are given in much
greater detail than is common in comparable books in English, so that the reader
who is able to follow them may find the development of the ideas more expl;icit.
here than in the latter works. Several diagrams illustrating the properties of dis-
tributions are helpful in this connection. Although examples of the use of the
theoretical material are included in all sections, the problems are relatively few,
and practical details of calculations are not discussed. To English readers this
work presents little not already available to them, but to biologists educated in
the French tradition, it may be a valuable introduction to the newer applications
of statistical methods to their field. -J. A. RUSSELL
LANGUAGE AND LANGUAGE DISTURBANCES: Aphasic Symptom
Complexes andTheirSignificance forMedicine andTheory ofLanguage.
By Kurt Goldstein. Grune & Stratton, New York, 1948. v + 374 pp.
$8.75.
Language and Language Disturbances joins the rapidly expanding array of
books dealing with the functions of the human brain. Theoretical formulations
based on the author's extensive experience with neurological disturbances of
language functions are presented in this monograph. Certain of these formula-
tions clarify aspects of this problem, others point to the difficulties which arise
in any formulation made within the limits of our present and inadequate
knowledge. For the student of aphasia or the student of brain function this book
is challenging and stimulating.
Early in the book, Dr. Goldstein draws attention to the various factors which
may contribute to the production of a symptom complex. The amount of destruc-
tion of a region of cortex upon which a certain function depends results in a
quantitative "dedifferentiation offunction." Thenature of thelesion will influence
the degree of dedifferentiation since pathological processes vary in their effect
on nervous tissue. Other symptoms are due to more general effects of dysfunction
of theabnormal brain as a whole. Still another groupof symptoms can be ascribed
to the patient's attempt to overcome his deficit-the "organismic" approach.
An orderly analysis of language deficits in terms of these distinctions is at-
tempted in the remainder of the book.
The survey of language disturbances which makes up the central part of the
book is a stimulating presentation. When a more complete knowledge of the
functions of the cerebral cortex becomes available, the full significance will be
more easily comprehended. Such knowledge is in part dependent on the study
of animals where these functions are less elaborate than in the human subject
and where adequate control of the type and extent of lesion producing a specific
symptom complex is possible. It may seem paradoxical that an understanding of